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Japan Study Guide 
 

Note #1  Geography of Japan 
_____ 1. An island chain is called a(n) ______________. 
_____ 2. This word means “Land of the Rising Sun.” 
_____ 3. Izanagi and ___________ are the brother and sister who 
supposedly created the islands of Japan. 
_____ 4. Japan is made up of 4 large islands and more than _______ 
smaller ones. 
_____ 5. The Ring of Fire is a long chain of volcanoes surrounding which 
ocean? 
_____ 6. Many earthquakes and volcanoes happen in Japan because it sits 
at the boundary of ______ tectonic plates. 
_____ 7. Mt. Fuji is the ___________ of Japan. 
_____ 8. What is the most important natural resource in Japan?  
_____ 9. What kind of food is Japan famous for? 

A. 3 
B. 4000 
C. Archipelago 
D. Fish 
E. Izanami 
F. Nippon 
G. Pacific 
H. Sushi 
I. Symbol 

 
Handout  Japan Overview/History Handout 
10. How did the Jomon culture get to Japan? 
 

 

11. Which early Japanese culture came by boat from Russia? 
 

 

12. What three things did the Yayoi do to start their own society? 
 
 

1. 
2. 
3. 

13. Who was the first emperor of Japan? 
 

 

 
Note #2  The Age of Emperors 
_____ 14. What arrived in Japan from Korea by way of Buddhist monks? 
_____ 15. What clan gained power, established themselves as the imperial 
family, and claimed to be descendants of the royal sun line? 
_____ 16. A person who governs country in the name of a ruler who is too 
young or unable to rule. 
_____ 17. He was a regent for his Aunt Suiko and known as the “Prince 
Charming of Japanese History.” 
_____ 18. Shotoku borrowed the idea of a ____________, or plan of 
government, from China.  
_____ 19. This reform made everyone a subject of the emperor and said all 
land belonged to the government and could be taxed. 

A. Buddhism 
B. Constitution 
C. Regent 
D. Shotoku 
E. Taika 
F. Yamato 



Note #3: Oh My God! What is Shintoism? 
20. Shinto honors deities (gods and goddesses) and spirits in __________. 
 

 

21. ______ is a spiritual essence, the life energy that resides in all of 
nature, humans, animals, and physical objects like rocks. 

 

22. The name for the sun goddess who is the most important deity in 
Shintoism.  

 

23. Mitama, __________ spirits, are also worshipped in Shintoism.  
 

 

24. Souls of the ___________ dead, such as community leaders or notable 
warriors, are also kami worshipped in Shintoism.  

honorable 

 
Note #4: Feudal Japan  
_____ 25. A social system where large landholders offer protection to 
people in return for service. 
_____ 26. Someone who appears to have power but real powers rests with 
someone else is called a ___________. 
_____ 27. Who had the real power in Japan’s feudal system? 
_____ 28. Chaos and ________ are reasons why a feudal system was 
needed in Japan. 
_____ 29. The landowners, called ___________, were given their land by 
the Emperor or Shogun. 
_____ 30. Who was considered a figurehead in feudal Japan? 

A. Daimyo 
B. Emperor 
C. Feudalism 
D. Figurehead 
E. Lawlessness 
F. Shogun 

 
Note #5: Samurai 
_____ 31. The “way of the warrior” and the samurai code of conduct. 
_____ 32. A heroic ____ in battle was the most honorable goal for samurai. 
_____ 33. What is the most precious possession of the samurai? 
_____ 34. This word literally means “those who serve.” 
_____ 35. A ceremony where the samurai-in-training becomes an adult and 
receives a topknot hairstyle. 
_____ 36. Samurai _________ was made up of metal and leather pieces 
sewn together and weighed 25 lbs. 
_____ 37. What is the name of the main weapon of a samurai? 
_____ 38. What is the name of the short sword of the samurai? 
_____ 39. What is the Japanese term for ritual suicide? 
_____ 40. What kind of Buddhism was practiced by the Samurai which 
focused on meditation? 
_____ 41. Samurai were taught 2 basic skills, how to _____ and how to kill. 
_____ 42. The term used for the dog hunt where samurai practiced their 
archery skills. 

A. Armor 
B. Bushido 
C. Death 
D. Genbuku 
E. Inuomono 
F. Katana 
G. Samurai 
H. Seppuku 
I. Survive 
J. Sword 
K. Wakizashi 
L. Zen 



43. What are the 3 reasons for the elaborate samurai helmets? 1. 
2. 
3. 

 
Note #7  Japan’s Golden Age & Japanese Culture 
_____ 44. Where did the nobles of Japan live? 
_____ 45. What was the favorite story of the court nobles? 
_____ 46. Who was the author of the first novel in the world? 
_____ 47. This type of poem has 17 syllables and 3 lines and is usually 
about nature. 
_____ 48. A Japanese house was built around a _______. 
_____ 49. What is Japan’s oldest form of theatre? 
_____ 50. Japan’s oldest form of theatre is based on the religion of ______. 
_____ 51. The art of flower arranging is known as _______. 
_____ 52. The national costume of Japan which is usually reserved for 
special occasions.  
_____ 53. Which martial art will teach you samurai sword techniques? 
_____ 54. Japan’s most traditional sport which has its roots in Shintoism.  

A. Garden 
B. Haiku 
C. Heian-Kyo 
D. Ikebana 
E. Kendo 
F. Kimono 
G. Murasaki Shikibu 
H. Noh 
I. Shintoism 
J. Sumo Wrestling 
K. Tale of Genji 
 

 
Note #8  Japan Under the Shogun and Mongol Invasion 
_____ 55. Who was the first shogun of the Minamoto shogunate? 
_____ 56. The Age of the Country at War was the title given to the time of 
civil war at the end of the ___________ shogunate. 
_____ 57. Who became poor and had to sell poems on the side of the road 
during the last part of the Ashikaga shogunate? 
_____ 58. Which shogun had a goal to bring Japan “under a single sword”? 
_____ 59. Which shogun brought peace to Japan by having people pledge 
personal loyalty to him? 
_____ 60. Which shogun had no civil war or rebellion, presided over an era 
known as the Great Peace, and demanded that each daimyo destroy their 
castles and spend most of the year in Edo? 
_____ 61. The samurai were insulted by a new law passed in 1876 
because they could no longer carry a _________. 
_____ 62. The Mongols invaded Japan when Japan refused to pay ______. 
_____ 63. What new weapons did the Mongols bring with them for the 
invasion of Japan? 
_____ 64. How was the Mongol invasion thwarted? 
_____ 65. What word means the “wind of the gods”? 
_____ 66. A large fleet of ships is known as a(n) ___________. 

A. Armada 
B. Ashikaga 
C. Bomb 
D. Emperor 
E. Kamikaze 
F. Oda Nobunaga 
G. Sword 
H. Tokugawa Ieyasu 
I. Toyotomi 

Hideyoshi 
J. Tribute 
K. Weather 
L. Yoritomo 



Study this MAP!!!! 

 
 

STUDY NOTE 6 “People of  Feudal 
Japan Matching” and NINJAS!!!!!!!!!!!! 


