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Islam Study Guide 
 

Section 1  Use NOTE #1 (Middle East Geography and Culture) 
_____ 1. Desert in Arabian desert known as the “Empty 
Quarter.” 
_____ 2. Animals have adapted to the harsh climate of the 
desert by being ___________, or only coming out at night. 
_____ 3. People who move their homes from place to place with 
no permanent home are called __________. 
_____ 4. This word describes people who are settled in a village, 
town, or city. 
_____ 5. A fertile place in the desert with a water supply. 
_____ 6. The name for the desert people who herd sheep and 
goats and travel by camel.  
_____ 7. A marketplace along a trade route where people traded 
many different products.  

 
A. Bedouins 
B. Nocturnal 
C. Nomads 
D. Oasis 
E. Rub al-Khali 
F. Sedentary 
G. Souk 

8. The Arabian Peninsula is between which three continents? 
 

 

 
Section 2  Use NOTE #3 (The Story of Muhammad and Sacred Writings) 
_____ 9. Who is the prophet of Islam and considered the perfect 
model for Muslims behavior? 
_____ 10. Who was Muhammad’s wife and became the first 
follower of Islam? 
_____ 11. What word means belief in one God? 
_____ 12. What word means belief in many gods? 
_____ 13. Another name for the traditions of the prophet 
Muhammad. 
_____ 14. The Muslim name for the one all-powerful God. 
_____ 15. What is the name of the journey to Medina 
Muhammad and his followers took when forced to leave Mecca? 
_____ 16. What is the name of the Muslim holy book? 
_____ 17. A follower of the religion of Islam.  

 
A. Allah 
B. Hijra 
C. Khadija 
D. Monotheism 
E. Muhammad 
F. Muslims 
G. Polytheism 
H. Qur’an 
I. Sunnah 

 
Section 3  Use NOTE #4 (The 5 Pillars of Islam) and HANDOUT #3 (5 Pillars 
Review) 
18. The Five Pillars __________ Islam’s teachings and practices 
and are the ___________ for a Muslim’s obedience to Allah.  

a. 
b. 



_____ 19. The holiest city for Muslims. 
_____ 20. Muslims circle the _________ 7 times and try to kiss 
the Black Stone while on the Hajj. 
_____ 21. What word means a journey to a sacred place or 
shrine? 
_____ 22. The name for a Muslim house of worship. 
_____ 23. What word means the money or goods given to the 
poor or needy? 
_____ 24. Fasting takes place during the month of _________. 
_____ 25. The first pillar, ___________, means declaration of 
faith. 
_____ 26. The second pillar, ___________, means daily prayer. 
_____ 27. The third pillar, ________, means giving to charity. 
_____ 28. The fourth pillar, ________, means fasting. 
_____ 29. The fifth pillar, _______, means pilgrimage to Mecca. 

 
A. Alms 
B. Hajj 
C. Kaaba 
D. Mecca 
E. Mosque 
F. Pilgrimage 
G. Ramadan 
H. Salah 
I. Sawm 
J. Shahadah 
K. Zakah 

30. This happens 5 times a day and requires that you kneel 
facing Mecca. 

 

31. This pillar stops Muslims from becoming greedy by requiring 
Muslims to give money to those less fortunate. 

 

32. Muslims take this trip at least once in their life and perform 
rituals like walking around the Kaaba and visiting Mount Arafat. 

 

33. This happens during the 9th Muslim month of Ramadan and 
ends with a 3-day celebration called Eid al-Fitr. 

 

34. You say this prayer 3 times, in front of a witness, to become 
a Muslim. 

 

 
Section 4  Use NOTE #7 (Sunni/Shia Venn Diagram) 
Read the following statements and decide whether it describes the SUNNI or SHIA 
Muslims. Write your answer on the line provided. If the statement applies to both groups, 
write BOTH!  
35. Known as the “Party of Ali.” ______________ 
36. Believes that Muhammad is the prophet of Islam. _____________ 
37. Accepts the first 4 Caliphs as legitimate successors to Muhammad. ______________ 
38. 15% of the Muslim population mostly living in Iran and Iraq. ______________ 
39. The Qur’an is the world of Allah. ______________ 
40. 85% of the Muslim population. ______________ 
41. Believe that only descendants of Muhammad should be caliphs. ______________ 
42. Follow the Five Pillars of Islam. ______________ 
43. Believe that everyone has a direct relationship with Allah. ____________ 



Section 5  Use NOTE #6 (The 4 Caliphs)  
_____ 44. Successor to Muhammad and leader of the Muslims. 
_____ 45. The first leader after the death of Muhammad. 
_____ 46. The second leader after Muhammad who set up 
governments and tax systems. 
_____ 47. The third leader after Muhammad who gained control 
of trade in eastern Mediterranean, North Africa, and Spain. 
_____ 48. The fourth leader after Muhammad who was 
challenged by Muawiya. 
_____ 49. A family that holds political power over many 
generations. 
_____ 50. Muslim ruler of an Islamic state. 
_____ 51. The first Umayyad ruler. 
_____ 52. The first Abbasid ruler. 
_____ 53. The Abbasid capital that experienced a golden age. 
_____ 54. The Muslim empire was at its largest until which 
dynasty? 

 
A. Abu al Abbas 
B. Abu Bakr 
C. Ali 
D. Baghdad 
E. Caliph 
F. Dynasty 
G. Muawiya 
H. Sultan 
I. Umar 
J. Umayyad 
K. Uthman 

 
Section 6  Use NOTE #8 (Golden Age of Islam)  
_____ 55. A religious school. 
_____ 56. A government ruled by a caliph. 
_____ 57. What is the name of the Islamic law code? 
_____ 58. This social class had the most power in the Muslim 
Empire. 
_____ 59. Muslim philosophers combined Islamic beliefs with 
ideas from which ancient civilization? 
_____ 60. What is the most sacred Muslim art form? 
_____ 61. What tool for navigation did Muslims invent? (it was 
designed to measure and plot the positions of stars.) 
_____ 62. The greatest Muslim physician (doctor).  
 

 
A. Arabs 
B. Astrolabe 
C. Caliphate 
D. Calligraphy 
E. Greeks 
F. Ibn Sina 
G. Madrasa 
H. Sharia 

63. According to the Islamic law code, what are 4 things 
Muslims are NOT allowed to do? 

* 
* 
* 
* 

64. What was Ibn Sina’s most famous work? 
 

 

65. What 3 types of buildings were built by Muslim architects? 
 

* 
* 
* 



66. Muslims made advancements in what 3 types of math? 
 

* 
* 
* 

 
Section 7  Use the designated NOTE or HANDOUT to answer the following 
questions. 
67. (From Note #5)  Why are camels called “ships of the 
desert?” There are 2 answers! 

* 
 
* 
 

68. (From Note #5)  What unique features does a camel have 
to help it live in the desert? (2 for feet and 2 for eyes) 

* 
 
* 
 
* 
 
* 
 

69. (From Islam: Things to Know)  What does Islam mean? 
 
 

 

70. (From Islam: Things to Know)  What country has the 
greatest number of Muslims? 

 

71. (From Islam: Things to Know)  What 3 cities are 
considered holy places of Islam? 

* 
* 
* 

72. (From Veils Handout)  What is the most commonly worn 
headscarf by Muslim women in the West? 

 

  
 

 


